
 

Living Black and Free in 18
th
 and 19

th
 Century Albany, New York 

 “A tolerable correct account of the taxable inhabitants within the city...”.  That’s 

how Joseph Fry introduces his 1813 Albany, New York Directory, a small book (7” 

X 5”) with a mere 60 pages, as opposed to the large tomes of information about 

Albany residents we have today.  The importance of this directory, however, is that it 

includes among the couple of thousand people, some of the first free blacks who 

were living here and contributing to the city’s development during the 18th and 19th 

centuries.   

Free African-Americans also appear in other records in the archives:  the Index to 

Public Records (Dinnah Jackson), Chamberlain receipts (cartman, Benjamin 

Lattimore) and advertisements for the Schuyler Steam Tow Boat Line (run by sons 

of Skipper Samuel Schuyler). In 1843, freed slave and Albany property owner, 

Stephen Myers petitioned the Common Council for a “free school for colored 

children.” He became an important force in aiding runaway slaves to freedom by 

means of The Underground Railroad. The Myers house on Livingston Avenue, one 

of the stops on this “railroad,” is now in the National Register of Historic Places.  

Stephen and his wife are immortalized today at The Stephen and Harriet Myers 

Middle School in Albany.   

The Shaker Community settlement in the Watervliet, New York area also boasted 

of African-Americans, free because of the Shaker philosophy of equality.  The story 

of Phebe Lane exemplifies this; her story and that of other important people will be 

highlighted in an exhibit at the Albany County Building, 112 State Street, Albany on 

Wednesday, February 11, 2015.  After that, the records will be displayed at the Hall 

of Records, under the jurisdiction of Albany County Clerk, Bruce A. Hidley. The 

Albany County Hall of Records is located at 95 Tivoli Street, Albany, NY 12207.  

For more information, please call Deputy County Clerk, Craig A. Carlson at 487-

5141 or ccarlson@albanycounty.com 

[Note: In producing this exhibit, we relied on the research done by the Colonial 

Albany Social History Project of the New York State Museum. Our Gratitude goes 

to Stephan Bielinski and his associates for their comprehensive and interesting 

work.] 

 



 

 

 

 

Dinnah Jackson (  -1818) 

Dinnah Jackson, “a free negro woman” was one of the first free African-Americans 

to buy land. She purchased a lot in what is now Arbor Hill in 1779 and then 

proceeded to buy more property.   

A matriarch in the Black community, Dinnah was married to Jack Jackson, was a 

housekeeper at the Masonic Lodge and also worked at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.  

She appears in the Index to Public Records as both a buyer and seller of land.  Deed 

Book 18, pp 195-197, calls her “Dina a free negro woman formerly belonging to 

Margaret Veeder of the township of Schenectady.” 

  



87-05113. Albany County Clerk. Deed Book 18, pp 195. 

On January 20, 1779, Dina (Dinnah), a free negro woman, purchased land on 

Second Street in Albany from William Van Antwerp.  This was the first of the many 

properties she bought and made her the first recorded African-American property 

owner in Albany. Dina’s deed starts on the bottom of pages 195 and ends on page 

197. 
 

 

  

  

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

87-05113. Albany County Clerk. Deed Book 18, pp 196. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

87-05113. Albany County Clerk. Deed Book 18, pp 197. 
  

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

 

 

Benjamin Lattimore (1761-1838) 

Revolutionary soldier, businessman, freeman, manumitted slave - all these refer to 

Benjamin Lattimore who was born in Weathersfield, Connecticut in 1761, He lived 

in Ulster County and ultimately, moved to the city of Albany by the late 1790s. 

Lattimore was busy buying property in Albany, joining the Albany Presbyterian 

Church, marrying Dina and having several children when his status as a freeman was 

questioned.  Not to let that stop him, he appeared before the Court of Common 

Pleas, had a witness testify to his integrity, and was officially manumitted on April 26, 

1820 by Judge Estes Howe.  

Benjamin Lattimore’s manumission appears on page 183 of the Register of Slave 

Manumissions 1800-1820 (Register of Slave Manumissions 1800-1820. Albany 

County Clerk. Volume. From Albany County Hall of Records). Chamberlain 

records show a receipt of payment to him for hauling cargoes of earth (dirt and 

trash) from the city streets. The Index to Public Records (Index to Public Records, 

K-Q 1630-1894. Albany County Clerk. Microfilm. From Albany County Hall of 

Records) shows him buying property on Plain Street in 1798, Hudson Street in 1811 

and then a lot above South Pearl Street.  Lattimore’s service as a cart man was 

exemplary and he received a pension for meritorious service in the War for 

Independence. He died in April, 1838 and was buried in the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church cemetery plot at the Albany Rural Cemetery. 

 

 

  



 

91-03569. Albany City Clerk. Chamberlain (Treasurer) Receipts. 

Receipt of payment to Benjamin Lattimore, 1811. Lattimore, a cart man and free 

person of color, was paid the sum of $14.80 to haul cargoes of earth from the city 

streets. Folder 330. 
 

  

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

87-08871. Albany County Clerk.  Register of Manumitted Slaves 1800-

1828, pp 183. 

After his free status was questioned, Benjamin Lattimore was officially manumitted 

by Judge Estes Howe on April 26, 1820. 

 

 

 

 

  

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

87-08871. Albany County Clerk.  Register of Manumitted Slaves 1800-

1828, pp 184.  

Second page of Benjamin Lattimore’s Manumission. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

 

Captain Samuel Schuyler (1781–1842) 

Captain Samuel Schuyler was a prominent free African-American ship captain and 

entrepreneur during the early 19th Century. According to his tombstone, Schuyler 

was born on October 20. 1781. It is not known where he received the Schuyler 

surname, no connection between Samuel Schuyler and General Philip Schuyler has 

been established. Schuyler married Mary Martin in 1805 and had eleven children 

between 1805 and 1825. He started out working as a dockworker and leased dock 

space along Quay Street. He eventually bought several boats and started a shipping 

business where he was known for hauling stone, lumber and other goods along the 

Hudson. This earned him the nickname “Captain” Samuel Schuyler. 

In 1809, Samuel Schuyler bought lot # 15 on Washington St. (South Pearl St.) by 

Frelinghuysen St. (Franklin St.). Due to the success of his company, the Schuyler 

family would expand and eventually own about 2 blocks in Albany’s South End from 

South Pearl to the waterfront. Schuyler’s sons would follow in their father’s 

entrepreneurial spirit by expanding and improving the shipping business, opening a 

coal yard, and running a flour and feed store. His son Samuel Schuyler Jr. was also a 

prominent figure in the South End. In addition to being the president of the 

Schuyler Line of Towboats, he became the president of the First National Bank and 

Director in the Commerce Insurance Company.  

Captain Samuel Schuyler died in May 1842. His real estate was passed on to his wife 

Mary for the duration of her lifetime, then on to his children. Schuyler was buried in 

Albany Rural Cemetery. Marking his plot is a 30 foot tall obelisk with a relief of a 

ship’s anchor. Surrounding this marker are gravestones for several other Schuyler 

descendants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

93-01310. City Clerk. Academy Accounts 1815-1816.  

Bill for stone for Albany Academy and voucher of payment, Samuel Schuyler 

2/28/1815. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

89-01333. City Clerk. Resolutions of the Albany Common Council and 

Receipts of the Chamberlain 1807-1841.  

Resolution of the Albany Common Council for a bond to Samuel Schuyler 1817 for 

a load of stone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

86-00377. Hall of Records. City Directory 1852-1853. Advertisement for 

Daily Line Steam Boats owned by Samuel Schuyler Jr. and James Schuyler’s Coal 

Yard.  
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93-00797. Private Donor. Fry's City Directory 1813. 

Joseph Fry’s 1813 Albany City Directory of 2000 names, from the Morris Gerber 

Collection. Samuel Schuyler is listed on this page as a skipper, living at 204 

Washington Street. A few years after this was published, Washington Street would 

be renamed as North and South Pearl Street. 

 

 

 

  

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



90-00188. Albany Common Council. Petition of Stephen Myers for a 

Free School for Colored Children. Folder 551a.  
Petition is signed by Stephen Myers, Thomas Paul and “signatures of our white 

citizens such as may feel friendly to the education of colored children.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



 

Black Shakers: The Story of Phebe Lane 

The United Society of Believers in Christ’s 

Second Appearing is a religious sect founded 

in England in 1747 by former Quakers John 

and Jane Wardley.  Outsiders referred to the 

group as the “Shaking Quakers” or “Shakers” 

because they embraced an eccentric style of 

worship that involved shouting, singing and 

dancing. The Shakers believed in the 

confession of sin, celibacy, separation from 

the outside world, common ownership of 

property, pacifism and gender/racial equality.  

The Watervliet Shaker settlement, the first Shaker site in America, was established 

in 1776 in the town of Watervliet (present day Colonie, New York) by its spiritual 

leader Mother Ann Lee.   

Because the Shakers believed in equality amongst the races, many free Blacks were 

welcomed into their communities. Black men worked side by side with white men 

and black women sat side by side with white women during meal time. As a result, 

Shaker ideology appealed to many free blacks. In 1802, Prime Lane and his 

daughters, 15-year-old Phebe and 17-year-old Betty, joined the Watervliet Shaker 

settlement.  Prime left the Shakers in 1810, but his daughters chose to stay. He filed 

a lawsuit against the Shakers claiming that Phebe and Betty were his slaves and 

should be returned to him. The New York State Court of Appeals ruled that the 

women were free to make their own decisions and stay with the Shakers, which is 

what they did. Phebe lived with the West Family and died in 1881 at the age of 94.  

She was described in a South Family journal as one who was “much 

beloved…character unspotted.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of the New York State Museum 



99-00775. City Clerk. New York State Census, 1855: Watervliet, West 

Troy, Westerlo. 
Phebe Lane listed in the 1855 New York State Census showing the inhabitants of the 

sixth election district in the Town of Watervliet, NY. Phebe is listed as the 7th name 

on this page. 
 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 

 



99-00398. City Clerk. New York State Census, 1865: Cohoes, Green 

Island, Watervliet and Westerlo.  
Phebe Lane listed in the 1865 New York State Census showing the inhabitants of the 

ninth election district in the Town of Watervliet, NY. Phebe is listed as the 5th name 

from the bottom of this page. 

 

 

Albany County Hall of Records Archival Collection. 
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