Then & Now:
Albany, the South Mall and a Neighborhood Lost
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City EngineerPublic WorksNegatives, 1931849.From the Archival Gllection of the Albany County Hall of Recards



The Princess and oThe C

890183. Private DonorNetherlands Royal Family Visit to Albany Photo Collection. Princess Beatrix of the Netherlands, Governor Nelson
Rockefeller and Mayor Erastus Corning, September, 1959.

o T IBeuth Mall will be the greatest single governmental office complex history kasvewed Mayor
Erastus Corning2

In September of 1959, Princess Beatrix of the Netherlands came to, Nleany orkto commemorate the 350
anniversary of Henry Hudsonds expl oC€hamptain gelebratigna g e
While giving te young oyal a tour of downtown Albgngovernor Nelson A. Rockefeller felt embarrassed by
the deteriorating South End neighborhood referre
buildings and vacant structures. Albany Mayor Erastus Cafriold the Knickerbocker Newis 1979 that:
ORockefeller thought [the] buil di ng slookingerapgpropriatec e s
for a capital city as he thought they should be.

In an attempt to revitalize Albany andtransfio i t i nto a city outsiders wo.l
capital, Rockefeller proposed the construction of a large, modern governmental complex. In order to create tr
|l avish site he envisioned, R o ¢ duth Eral thfoegh eménetornagndn 9 8
1962 and demolitiosoon began. As a result, thousands of families and business owners lost their properties ¢
were forced to relocate. Construction on the South Mall began in 1965. Though initially and still informally
referred to as the South Mall, it was officially christened the Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Ple
in 1978 and production was completed that same year. Grandiose structures like the Corning Tower, the Culi
Education Center and The Eggplaced historic homes and schools, theatr@serystores and more. In 1982



Beatrix now Queen of thdletherlandsreturned to Albany and paid homage to the complex she is often creditec
for partly inspiring Rockefell er twhatirementdouschandes :
have taken place here, in the state capital of New York. Many impressive buildings have sprung up since the
such as the monumental new mall, of which you ar

Albany rolls out

ROYAL VISIT — Queen Beatrix of the Nether-
lands, af top, waves to crowd as she tours the
Empire State Plaza on Sunday in a car once
owned by Franklin D. Roosevelt. Beside her
are her husband, Prince Claus, and Gov. Hugh

chnro«kn News/Raymond B. Summers

Carey. Below, she is greeted by Carey after
arriving af Albany County Airport earlier in
the day. Later, below right, the queen re-
sponds to her warm welcorning before a
private dinner at the Governor’s Mansion.

Oran

S/XJV <>,
mall crowd
greets queen

By DAVID SCHRIEBERG
Knickerbocker News Reporter
The skies may have been gray, but
Albany was dominated by bright or-
ange as Queen Beatrix of the Nether-
lands — for whom official Albany
produced its most royal welcome —
began her much-heralded visit.

The queen, who had earlier thnlled a

ge carpet

Plaza legend:
A footnote

Local raconteurs like to attribute
the birth of the Empire State Plaza
to Gov. Nelson Rockeieller s embar-

t over dil d down-
lown Albany while scortmg Prin-
cess Beatrix around town in 1959.

But Dr. Vivienne Anderson, form-
er associate commissioner of the
state Education Department, claims
a piece of the conception for herself
she was instrumental in

crowd of enthusiastic s —
many of Dutch hentage — at the
Empire State Plaza was guest of honor
Sunday evening at a dinner given by
Gov. and Mrs. Hugh Carey at the
Governor’s Mansion,

The queen, dressed in a deep-blue
full-length gown and accompanied by
her husband, Prince Claus, and Carey,
toured the Plaza before retiring to the
Governor’s Mansion for dinner.

After a day-trip to New Brunswick,
N.J., today, the queen will return to
Albany for a dinner in her honor at the
Empire State Plaza Convention Center.

But on Sunday she and Prince Claus
gave the Capital District a taste of
royalty as they drove around the Plaza
that local legend says she inspired
during her first visit to the Capital
District in 1959. '

It was during that visit that Gov.
Nelson Rockefeller, embarrassed by
dilapidated buildings in the South End,
reportedly decided Albany deserved a
modern government complex that
would make the city proud.. Thus was
the Empire State Plaza born.

Sunday, she was chauffeured in the
magnificent 1932 Packard used by Gov.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Before the tour, the queen dispatched
an envoy to Albany Medical Center
Hospital with a ge for ailing
Mayor Erastus Corning II, who had
been scheduled to escort the queen on
the tour before he was taken ill two
weeks ago.

“She wished him speedy recovery,”
said Andreas J. Te Boekhorst, Nether-

arranging the 1959 visit by the
princess.

Earlier in 1959, Dr. Anderson was
a member of the Albany County
Hudson-Champlain Committee,
formed by David Beetle, then editor
of The Knickerbocker News.

The committee was formed to
commemorate the 350th anniversa-
ry of the 1609 river trips by

Continued on Page 4-A

lands consul in New York City, who
accompanied the queen to Albany.

“The message was the first thing she
did when she got here,” he said, adding
he had also delivered a basket of fruit to
the mayor on behalf of the monarch.

Pointing to her busy schedule, Te
Boekhorst ruled out a visit or phone call
from the queen to Corning.

As the royal couple’s car circled the
Plaza, flanked on either side by Secret
Service agents on foot, curious children
trailed on bicycles.

“I haven't seen her for a long time,”
exclaimed Alice Van Dermoot of Al-
bany, a Dutch woman who left her
native country 20 years ago.

“Orange over all,” she declared,
waving an orange paper flower symbol-
izing the Dutch royal House of Orange.

And that color predominated on the
steps of the State Education Building as
the assembled crowd, estimated by
state officials at 2,000 to 3,000, released
orange balloons on the arrival of the
royal party.

Continued on Page 4-A
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I n A CHORdRenandWonbAlbany, the South Mall and a Neighborhood Loss e e how Al b
End neighborhood appeared before the construction of the Empire State Plaza and how it changed in the

immediate aftermath of its erection.



The South End (Then)
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City of AlbanyWard Map,1930. ACHOR. A copy of an original 1930 ward map of the cijbaiy.

The South End (Now)

Capital District Street Atlaalbany, Rensselaer, Saratoga and Schenectady Counties, 2002.



To learn more about the streatsd blocks that were demolished to make way for the South Mal
read below

Demolished Streets and Houses

Some houses were decrepit, some just needed minor repairs, but the buildings and street blocks
shown here had one thing in common: they were standing in the way of the South Mall
expansion envisioned by Governor Rockefeller. Set within the doomed rectangle bordered by
South Hawk, South Swan, Madison Avenue and State Streets, the buildings were on the city’s
demolition schedule. They had to go.

Streets Eliminated:
High Street
Orr Place
Daniel Street
Market Street

Mosher Street

Streets shortened:

South Hawk Street - now exists only from Morton Ave to Third Avenue south
of Lincoln Park

Chestnut Street - lost one block

Lancaster Street - lost two blocks

Jay Street - lost two blocks

Jefferson Street - lost two blocks

Elm Street - lost two blocks

Myrtle Street - lost two blocks -

Hudson Street - lost South Pearl to South Swan

Hamilton Street - lost South Pearl to South Swan, except for the one block
(south side) between Grand Street and Philip Street

Fulton Street - lost one block.

Hudson Avenue

Hudson Avenue, originally called Hudson Street, is one of the oldest streets in the city of Albany still in existe
It was a long road that once ran from Broadway to Partridge Street, intersected only by Washington Park bet
South Lake Avenue and Wétt Street. Demolition for the South Mall significantly shortened Hudson Avenue;
the blocks between South Swan Street and Eagle Street were lost due to razing. Today, Hudson Avenue exi
only from Broadway to South Pearl Street and South Swan Stragtitige Street.

The street guidg®elow)for Hudson Avenue in the1958 and 1971 Albany City Directories show how drastically
the street was affected by the demolition for the state governmental complex. Several addresses for residenc
businesses andsititutions that are displayed in the 1958 directory did not exist in the directory for 1971.
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Elm Street an®outh Hawk Street Revisited

For the reconstruction of the South End, Elm street lost two blocks and South Hawk exists only from Morton
Avenue to Third Avenue South of Lincoln Park. The 1930 Census show families living on EIm Street in that a
as well asstablishments. By 1965, these addresses no longer appear; residents had relocated to new
neighborhoods and businesses and institutions either relocated or closed.
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0205439. Hall of Records&lnited States Census 1930. Albany Ward$94£numeration Bitrict 168.
This page shows Block No.-B9 EIm Street and Hawk South, two of the blocks that were dbetbfisr the South Mall



Here are some potograph®f negatves r om ACHOROGs City Enginee
negativemages of streets,e si dences, businesses and 1 nst
19406s) that were razed to erect the Sout

South End Neighborhood

0504809_599. City Engined21 Hudson Avenue, 1941.



0504812_483.

City Engineer
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05-04809_683. City Engineer. Hudson Avenue and Bigéet, 1936.

05-04807_279. City Engineer. 122 South Hawk Street, 1942.
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05-04812_368. City Engineer. State Streetigh Street, 1946.



Keep reading to learn the history of three specifictstascthat were lostéthedral Academy,
Eagle Theatre and Central Market) and three structures that make up part of the Empire State
Plaza today.

Cathedral Academy

ELEYA T 0il-
S CALE - et

0407461 Division of Building and Codes. Building Plans and Permits. Original blueprints for Cathedral Academy.

Cathedral Academy, located at 126 Elm Street, was a parochial school of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Alk
It was built in 1917 by architect Thomas L. Gleason, affiliated with the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conceptic
(the mother church of the Albanyid2ese) and ran by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet. For several deca
it served as one of several local area high schools along with rivals Phillip Schuyler, Vincentian Institute and

Christian Brothers Academy. memgtele winitéh B95009hGd

Cardinal McCloskey High School; Cathedral Academy still continued to exist at the grade school level.

Cathedral Academy was seized by the state through eminent domain for the South Mall. In addition to Cathet
several other properties of the Albany Diocese located in the South End neighborhood were also taken: Card
McCl oskey (106 EIm Street), Cathedral of the | mm
convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph obi@Zkelet, the Church of the Assumption (109 Hamilton Street) and
Assumptiondés rectory (107 Hamilton Street). Thou
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception (located on the corner of Eagle and Madgisdeli, untouched



|l argely due to the efforts of Wi lliam Scully, Bi
boundaries for the state office complex. o6 Though
thenei ghborhood razing; after moving to other part
parishioners left the parish.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany had to erect new buildings to replace what was ultimately demolishec
new school for &hedral Academy was built at 75 Park Avenue. Cardinal McCloskey relocated to a new buildi
at 99 Slingerlands Street and a new rectory for Cathedral was erected at 125 Eagle Street. Church of the
Assumption, now known as Our Lady of the Assumption,atdddo Latham, New York. Some students went

on to attend the new Cathedral Academy while others left to attend schools closer to their new homes. Due t«
declining enroll ment, many of the CatholiedaChurc
Academy closed, while Cardinal McCloskey and Vincentian Institute merged to create Bishop Maginn High
School. Originally located at the Cardinal McCloskey building, in 2015 the school moved to the Cathedral
Academy on Park Avenue, into the anceseajhborhood of thpredecessor schodlsat had once stood in the
South End.

EagleTheatre

0504808_789City EngineerEagle Theatre, located on the corner of Hudson, Eagle and Daniel, as seen in 1944.

Eagle Theatre, located at 130 Hudson Avenue ondireer of Hudson, Eagle and Daniel, was originally erected
as the Hudson Street Arsenal in 1859. The three story high brick building was designed by Adolf von Steinwe
and served as an ar senal for the NewonYTaisrkgimdrdt i on
would eventually outgrow this location and move to the newly constructed Washington Avenue Armory in 18¢
That same year the property was sold to the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany. It became the Catholic Unio
Building and was utiezl as a library and reception hall. The Eagle Theatre, owned by George Roberts, openec
1927 and occupied the structureds ground | evel f



In 1937 the Eagle, then owned by Abraham Stone, was renovated. Alterations were done by architect Colin
Cobbanda an estimated cost of $40,000. The theatre |
On the night of its grand opening, tieickerbocker Nems e f er red t o it as a 0l uxt
for talking picturesdé and the only theatre in Al
Sound System. 0 The Eagl e PFrisoeeadf Zerddtarrng Rorald Galnmmaadnd f i |
Madeleine Carroll, antVake a Wishvith Bobby Breen. The Eagle Theatre continued operations until 1960.

The 184yearold building where both the theatre and Catholic Unieextsted with one another for several
decades ceases to etaslay; it was razed in 1962 along with all of Daniel Street and a large portion of Hudson
Avenue and Eagle Street for the South Mall. Standing nearby today is a different sort of theatre, The Egg, a
performing arts center that draws thousands of spediator all over the world.

Central Market

EHENR TR L AMASIK s (. AR & So. Swwary S

0504807_867Albany City EngineeCentral Market, located on the corner of Madison and South Swan, as seen in 1943.

Central Market was a supermarket chain founded in 1932 that was owned and operated by Joseph E. Grosb
William Golub and Bernard Golub. Headquartered in Schenectady, New York, Central Market stores could b
found all throughout cities, towns and \ééagithin the Capital District, including Albany.

A Central Market was located on the corner of Madison Avenue and South Swan Street at 325 Madison Aver
It opened at 1:00 p.m. on February 6, 194k Knickerbocker Nemtsh en descr i be dfservice as



compl ete mar ket écentrally | ocated [and] easily r
departments: ohigh U.S. government grade of meat
goods, fresh fruitandvweg abl es and a ful | l ine of drugs and c

For several years many families who lived nearby on Madison, EIm, Jefferson and other adjacent streets ven
to this particular grocery storebay their household needs. When demolition for the South Mall began, this
neighborhood market was knocka#awvn. Despite losing this store, the Central Market brand continued to
flourish. In the early 1970s, the next generatidhegbolub familycontinued to expand the corporation and

Price Chopper, as it is known today, operates more than 130 stores iofKewWeYmont, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Pennsylvania.

The South Mal[Empire Stat®laza
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Photos courtesy of en.wikipedia.org

The Egg

The Empire State Plaza Center for the Performing
performances from unique and extraordinary artists around the world and to make these performances availe
locally. Managed by the Hot-profit Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza Performing Arts Center
Corporation, The Egg |l oans its stage to such per
Company, and many others.

The Corning Tower

The Corning Tower is the talldstilding in New York State (aside from New York City) and is dedicated to the
memory of Erastus Corning,Mayor of Albany frordanuary 2, 1942May 28, 1983 The Tfoover 6 s
Observation Deck provides spectacular views of the Capital Disthicting the Hudson River Valley, large
portions of the city of Albany and areas of the Adirondack, Catskill and Berkshire Mountains.

The Cultural Education Center

The Cultural Education Centey located at 222 Madison Avenue, Albany, New York, on the south side of the
Empire State PlaZacing northward towards tNew York State Capitbuilding. Built in 1961, the eleven

story, 1.5 milliossquaregoot building houses the main offices ofM\¥ork State Office of Cultural Education


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State_Plaza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State_Capitol
http://www.theegg.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/egg3.jpg

