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 City Engineer, Public Works Negatives, 1930-1949. From the Archival Collection of the Albany County Hall of Records. 

 

 

 

 



The Princess and òThe Gutó 

 

89-01830. Private Donor. Netherlands Royal Family Visit to Albany Photo Collection. Princess Beatrix of the Netherlands, Governor Nelson 

Rockefeller and Mayor Erastus Corning, September, 1959. 

òThe South Mall will be the greatest single governmental office complex history has ever known.ó ð Mayor 

Erastus Corning 2
nd
 

In September of 1959, Princess Beatrix of the Netherlands came to Albany, New York to commemorate the 350
th

 

anniversary of Henry Hudsonõs exploratory voyage on the Hudson River at the Hudson-Champlain Celebration. 

While giving the young royal a tour of downtown Albany, Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller felt embarrassed by 

the deteriorating South End neighborhood referred to by some as òThe Gut,ó an area of many dilapidated 

buildings and vacant structures. Albany Mayor Erastus Corning 2
nd

 told the Knickerbocker News in 1979 that: 

òRockefeller thought [the] buildings the Princess and those with her saw were not as good-looking or appropriate 

for a capital city as he thought they should be.ó 

In an attempt to revitalize Albany and transform it into a city outsiders would deem worthy of being New Yorkõs 

capital, Rockefeller proposed the construction of a large, modern governmental complex. In order to create this 

lavish site he envisioned, Rockefeller seized 98.5 acres of land in Albanyõs South End through eminent domain in 

1962 and demolition soon began. As a result, thousands of families and business owners lost their properties and 

were forced to relocate. Construction on the South Mall began in 1965. Though initially and still informally 

referred to as the South Mall, it was officially christened the Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza 

in 1978 and production was completed that same year. Grandiose structures like the Corning Tower, the Cultural 

Education Center and The Egg replaced historic homes and schools, theatres, grocery stores and more. In 1982 



Beatrix, now Queen of the Netherlands, returned to Albany and paid homage to the complex she is often credited 

for partly inspiring Rockefeller to want built: òAfter so many years it is exciting to see what tremendous changes 

have taken place here, in the state capital of New York. Many impressive buildings have sprung up since then, 

such as the monumental new mall, of which you are so rightfully proud.ó  

 

89-01834. Private Donor. Netherlands Royal Family Visit to Albany Photo Collection. òAlbany Rolls Out Orange Carpetó Times Union article on 

Queen Beatrixõs return to Albany, June 28, 1982. 

 

In ACHORõs exhibit Then and Now: Albany, the South Mall and a Neighborhood Lost, see how Albanyõs South 

End neighborhood appeared before the construction of the Empire State Plaza and how it changed in the 

immediate aftermath of its erection. 

 

 



The South End (Then) 

 

     City of Albany, Ward Map, 1930. ACHOR. A copy of an original 1930 ward map of the city of Albany. 

 

The South End (Now) 

 

Capital District Street Atlas: Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga and Schenectady Counties, 2002. 



To learn more about the streets and blocks that were demolished to make way for the South Mall 

read belowé 

 

Hudson Avenue 

Hudson Avenue, originally called Hudson Street, is one of the oldest streets in the city of Albany still in existence. 

It was a long road that once ran from Broadway to Partridge Street, intersected only by Washington Park between 

South Lake Avenue and Willett Street. Demolition for the South Mall significantly shortened Hudson Avenue; 

the blocks between South Swan Street and Eagle Street were lost due to razing. Today, Hudson Avenue exists 

only from Broadway to South Pearl Street and South Swan Street to Partridge Street.  

The street guides (below) for Hudson Avenue in the1958 and 1971 Albany City Directories show how drastically 

the street was affected by the demolition for the state governmental complex. Several addresses for residences, 

businesses and institutions that are displayed in the 1958 directory did not exist in the directory for 1971. 



 
86-00481. Albany City Directory 1958. Street guide for Hudson Avenue. 

 

 

85-00834. Albany City Directory 1971. Street guide for Hudson Avenue. 



Elm Street and South Hawk Street Revisited 

For the reconstruction of the South End, Elm street lost two blocks and South Hawk exists only from Morton 

Avenue to Third Avenue South of Lincoln Park. The 1930 Census show families living on Elm Street in that area, 

as well as establishments. By 1965, these addresses no longer appear; residents had relocated to new 

neighborhoods and businesses and institutions either relocated or closed.  

 

02-05439. Hall of Records. United States Census 1930. Albany Wards 14-19. Enumeration District 1-68. 

This page shows Block No. 29-B, Elm Street and Hawk South, two of the blocks that were demolished for the South Mall. 

 

 

 



Here are some photographs of negatives from ACHORõs City Engineer collection featuring 

negative images of streets, residences, businesses and institutions (as seen in the 1930õs and 

1940õs) that were razed to erect the South Mall: 

South End Neighborhood 

 

 
05-04809_700. City Engineer. Hudson Avenue and South Swan Street, ca. 1940. 

 

 
05-04809_599. City Engineer. 121 Hudson Avenue, 1941. 

 

 



 

 
05-04810_117. City Engineer. 103 Lancaster Street, 1939. 

 

 
05-04812_483. City Engineer. 55 South Hawk Street between Hamilton Street and Watsonõs Alley, 1940. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
05-04809_683. City Engineer. Hudson Avenue and High Street, 1936. 

 

 
05-04807_279. City Engineer. 122 South Hawk Street, 1942. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
05-04812_198. City Engineer. Public School No. 2, 29 Chestnut Street between South Hawk and South Swan Streets, 1931. 

 

 
05-04812_368. City Engineer. State Street and High Street, 1946. 

 



Keep reading to learn the history of three specific structures that were lost (Cathedral Academy, 

Eagle Theatre and Central Market) and three structures that make up part of the Empire State 

Plaza today. 

Cathedral Academy 

 

04-07461. Division of Building and Codes. Building Plans and Permits. Original blueprints for Cathedral Academy. 

 

Cathedral Academy, located at 126 Elm Street, was a parochial school of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany. 

It was built in 1917 by architect Thomas L. Gleason, affiliated with the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 

(the mother church of the Albany Diocese) and ran by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet. For several decades 

it served as one of several local area high schools along with rivals Phillip Schuyler, Vincentian Institute and 

Christian Brothers Academy. In the mid 1950õs Cathedral Academy merged with St. Johnõs (Albany) to form 

Cardinal McCloskey High School; Cathedral Academy still continued to exist at the grade school level.   

Cathedral Academy was seized by the state through eminent domain for the South Mall. In addition to Cathedral, 

several other properties of the Albany Diocese located in the South End neighborhood were also taken: Cardinal 

McCloskey (106 Elm Street), Cathedral of the Immaculate Conceptionõs rectory (225 Madison Avenue), the 

convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, the Church of the Assumption (109 Hamilton Street) and 

Assumptionõs rectory (107 Hamilton Street). Though initially threatened in the early planning stages, the 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception (located on the corner of Eagle and Madison), was left untouched 



largely due to the efforts of William Scully, Bishop of Albany; òplanners purposely skirted the structure in drawing 

boundaries for the state office complex.ó Though the mother church was salvaged, it suffered greatly as a result of 

the neighborhood razing; after moving to other parts of the city and into Albanyõs suburbs, many former 

parishioners left the parish.  

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany had to erect new buildings to replace what was ultimately demolished. A 

new school for Cathedral Academy was built at 75 Park Avenue. Cardinal McCloskey relocated to a new building 

at 99 Slingerlands Street and a new rectory for Cathedral was erected at 125 Eagle Street. Church of the 

Assumption, now known as Our Lady of the Assumption, relocated to Latham, New York. Some students went 

on to attend the new Cathedral Academy while others left to attend schools closer to their new homes. Due to 

declining enrollment, many of the Catholic Churchõs schools closed and merged in the late 1970õs. Cathedral 

Academy closed, while Cardinal McCloskey and Vincentian Institute merged to create Bishop Maginn High 

School. Originally located at the Cardinal McCloskey building, in 2015 the school moved to the Cathedral 

Academy on Park Avenue, into the ancestral neighborhood of the predecessor schools that had once stood in the 

South End. 

Eagle Theatre 

 
05-04808_789. City Engineer. Eagle Theatre, located on the corner of Hudson, Eagle and Daniel, as seen in 1944. 

Eagle Theatre, located at 130 Hudson Avenue on the corner of Hudson, Eagle and Daniel, was originally erected 

as the Hudson Street Arsenal in 1859. The three story high brick building was designed by Adolf von Steinwehr 

and served as an arsenal for the New York National Guardõs Tenth Regiment, Third Division. This regiment 

would eventually outgrow this location and move to the newly constructed Washington Avenue Armory in 1891. 

That same year the property was sold to the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany. It became the Catholic Union 

Building and was utilized as a library and reception hall. The Eagle Theatre, owned by George Roberts, opened in 

1927 and occupied the structureõs ground level floor. 



In 1937 the Eagle, then owned by Abraham Stone, was renovated. Alterations were done by architect Colin 

Cobban at an estimated cost of $40,000. The theatre reopened as Stoneõs New Eagle Theatre on January 5, 1938. 

On the night of its grand opening, the Knickerbocker News referred to it as a òluxurious theatreó designed òsolely 

for talking picturesó and the only theatre in Albany to be òequipped with the latest Western Electric Wide Range 

Sound System.ó The Eagle Theatreõs inaugural films were the Prisoner of Zenda, starring Ronald Colman and 

Madeleine Carroll, and Make a Wish with Bobby Breen. The Eagle Theatre continued operations until 1960. 

The 184-year-old building where both the theatre and Catholic Union co-existed with one another for several 

decades ceases to exist today; it was razed in 1962 along with all of Daniel Street and a large portion of Hudson 

Avenue and Eagle Street for the South Mall. Standing nearby today is a different sort of theatre, The Egg, a 

performing arts center that draws thousands of spectators from all over the world. 

 

Central Market 

 
05-04807_867. Albany City Engineer. Central Market, located on the corner of Madison and South Swan, as seen in 1943. 

 

Central Market was a supermarket chain founded in 1932 that was owned and operated by Joseph E. Grosberg, 

William Golub and Bernard Golub.  Headquartered in Schenectady, New York, Central Market stores could be 

found all throughout cities, towns and villages within the Capital District, including Albany.  

A Central Market was located on the corner of Madison Avenue and South Swan Street at 325 Madison Avenue. 

It opened at 1:00 p.m. on February 6, 1941.The Knickerbocker News then described it as a òmodern self-service 



complete marketécentrally located [and] easily reached from all sections of the cityó consisting of eight 

departments: òhigh U.S. government grade of meats, fresh caught sea food, oven fresh bakery products, dairy, dry 

goods, fresh fruit and vegetables and a full line of drugs and cosmetics.ó 

For several years many families who lived nearby on Madison, Elm, Jefferson and other adjacent streets ventured 

to this particular grocery store to buy their household needs. When demolition for the South Mall began, this 

neighborhood market was knocked down. Despite losing this store, the Central Market brand continued to 

flourish. In the early 1970s, the next generation of the Golub family continued to expand the corporation and 

Price Chopper, as it is known today, operates more than 130 stores in New York, Vermont, Connecticut, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Pennsylvania. 

 

The South Mall (Empire State Plaza) 

   
Photos courtesy of en.wikipedia.org  

 

The Egg 

The Empire State Plaza Center for the Performing Arts, known as òThe Egg,ó was established to present quality 

performances from unique and extraordinary artists around the world and to make these performances available 

locally.  Managed by the not-for-profit Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza Performing Arts Center 

Corporation, The Egg loans its stage to such performers as violinist Mark OõConnor, the Ellen Sinopoli Dance 

Company, and many others. 

 

The Corning Tower 

The Corning Tower is the tallest building in New York State (aside from New York City) and is dedicated to the 

memory of Erastus Corning 2
nd

, Mayor of Albany from January 2, 1942 ð May 28, 1983.  The Towerõs 42
nd

 floor 

Observation Deck provides spectacular views of the Capital District, including the Hudson River Valley, large 

portions of the city of Albany and areas of the Adirondack, Catskill and Berkshire Mountains.  
 

The Cultural Education Center 

The Cultural Education Center is located at 222 Madison Avenue, Albany, New York, on the south side of the 

Empire State Plaza facing northward towards the New York State Capitol building.  Built in 1961, the eleven-

story, 1.5 million-square-foot building houses the main offices of New York State Office of Cultural Education 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State_Plaza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State_Capitol
http://www.theegg.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/egg3.jpg

