


About Us ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..ééééééééééééé. Page 5  

 Mission éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.éééééééééééééé..é Page 5 

 Organizational Chart éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..éééééééééééé..é Page 6 

 About Our Department ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.éééééééééééé...é Page 7  

 Ten Essential Public Health Services ééééééééééééééééééééééé..éééééééééééé.é Page 7 

 

2023 Highlights ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééééééééééééééééé..é Page 8 

  

Public Health Nursing Services éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé Page 10 

 Accomplishments ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..éé..é Page 11 

 Chronic Disease Prevention éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. Page 11 

 Communicable Disease éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé....éé.é Page 12 

 Clinical Services éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..é Page 15 

 Family Health  éééééééééééééééééééé.éééééééééééééééééééééééééé. Page 16 

 

Environmental Health Services ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.é Page 18 

 Community Sanitation and Food Protection Services ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. Page 19 

 General Environmental Services éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. Page 19 

 Tobacco Control Services ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. Page 21 

 Rabies ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... Page 21 

 Water Safety éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.é Page 22 

 Residential Environmental Problems éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... Page 22 

 Lead Prevention ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. Page 22 

 

Public Health Planning and Education ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé Page 24 

 2023 Highlights éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé Page 25 

 Prevention Agenda 2022 - 2024 éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. Page 25 

 Obesity and Chronic Disease Prevention Services ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé...é Page 26 

 Injury Prevention Initiatives ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé Page 27 

 Vaccine Preventative Diseases éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.... Page 29 

 Arthropod Disease Control Services éé.éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... Page 30 

 General Health Education Activities ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. Page 30 

 

Public Health Emergency Preparedness ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé... Page 32 

 Medical Counter-Measure Dispensing & Distribution Activities éééééééééééééééééééééééé...é Page 33 

 Albany County Citizen Corp and Medical Reserve Corp (MRC) Activities ééééééééééééééééééééé Page 34 

 General Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response éééééééééééééééééééééééé.. Page 35 

 Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Readiness éééééééééééééééééééééé...éééé..é Page 35 

 

Fiscal and Administrative Services ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.é Page 36 



Page 4  

 

Dear Albany County Residents, Partners, and Colleagues, 

It is my privilege to present the Albany County Department of Healthôs (ACDOH) 2023 Annual Program and Services Report, a  

reflection of our collective efforts to safeguard and enhance the health of our community. ACDOH remains steadfast in its mission to 

protect and improve the health of individuals, families, and communities by employing strategies that reduce health disparities and 

promote health equity. This year, our focus has been on expanding our impact through collaboration, innovation, and a commitment to 

organizational excellence. 

The year 2023 marked a significant milestone as we celebrated the official end of the COVID-19 pandemic in May. With renewed  

focus, we have redirected our efforts to address a wide range of public health issues that are crucial to the well-being of Albany  

County residents. Our initiatives spanned mental health, chronic disease prevention, communicable disease control, injury prevention, 

and more. Guided by our strategic plan, we worked diligently to enhance our services, foster partnerships, and drive progress on our 

prevention agenda. 

Organizational Excellence 

This year, we successfully completed all essential public health services required by the New York State Department of Health,  

reinforcing our commitment to the highest standards of public health practice. Additionally, we developed a long-term strategic plan to 

standardize inspections within our Environmental Health division, ensuring consistency and quality across our operations. 

Prevention Agenda Highlights 

In substance use disorder prevention, we made significant strides by collaborating on the Albany County Opioid Task Force. We 

trained 900 adults in administering naloxone and linked 588 individuals with substance use disorders to essential care services. 

To combat chronic diseases, we launched a National Diabetes Prevention Programs, using Highmark BlueShield of Northeastern 

New York funds to prevent the development of Type II diabetes. Our efforts to improve child health included hosting three Points of 

Distribution (PODS) in partnership with Whitney Young Health, providing crucial health screenings for school-aged children. 

In injury prevention, we promoted pedestrian safety through educational initiatives at 16 community events, reaching over 2,000  

individuals with vital safety messages. 

Our communicable disease control efforts included administering vaccines for COVID-19, influenza, and MPOX, and linking  

individuals living with HIV back to routine medical care. 

We also prioritized the built environment by inspecting homes for lead exposure, water treatment plants for safety, and food facilities 

to prevent illness. In response to airborne hazards posed by Canadian wildfires, we distributed masks to protect residents. 

Collaboration 

Our work would not be possible without the strong partnerships weôve built. In conjunction with the Healthy Capital District, local  

hospitals, insurers, and community organizations, we implemented the Albany County 2022-2024 Community Health Improvement 

Plan, furthering our mission to improve health outcomes across the region. 

As we look ahead, ACDOH remains committed to advancing public health, addressing emerging challenges, and ensuring the  

health and safety of all who call Albany County home. Together, we will continue to build a healthier, more equitable future for our 

community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

  

Maribeth Miller 

Interim Commissioner of Health  
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The Albany County Department of Health (ACDOH) strives to protect and improve the health of individuals, families, and 

communities, utilizing strategies that reduce health disparities and promote health equity. 

We collaborate with community partners and offer a variety of high-quality programs and services to accomplish the following: 

 

 

The Albany County Department of Health will be a trusted governmental agency that is valued by the community for its  

responsiveness, leadership, and collaboration in addressing public health needs. 

 

¶ ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶  

 

Robert Paeglow, MD, President  Sulagna Mookherjee, MD  Krista Harbacz 

Robert D. Sax, MD, Vice President  Hon. Norma Chapman  Hon. Dorcey L. Applyrs, DrPH, MPH 

Meaghan Hogan 

  

Elizabeth F. Whalen, MD, MPH, Commissioner of Health, Secretary to the Board 

 

 

Hon. Raymond F. Joyce   Hon. Dustin M. Reidy  Hon. Sean E. Ward   

Hon. Robert Beston   Hon. Frank A. Mauriello  Hon. Patrick Collins 

Hon. Alison McLean Lane   Hon. Matthew Miller  Hon. Wanda F. Willingham 
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Local Public Health Departments in New York State operate under public health law and utilize a guiding framework form the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

ACDOH ensures compliance with provisions of the Public Health Law and Sanitary Codes of New York State and Albany County.  

Article 6 of the New York State Public Health Law defines six Core Program Areas which serve as the basis for local public health 

work: 

 

Ʒ 

Ʒ  

Ʒ 

Ʒ  

Ʒ 

Ʒ 

 

Built around these core program areas, New York State (NYS) regulations require the annual submission of a State Aid Application 

that outlines services provided by local health departments (LHDs). In addition to these regulatory requirements, other sections of 

New York State Public Health Law directly mandate the provision of services such as control of rabies, tuberculosis, sexually 

transmitted diseases, and tobacco enforcement. 

In addition, the CDCôs Ten Essential Public Health Services provide a working definition of public health and a guiding framework for 

the responsibilities of the local public health system. 

 

 

1. population health. 

2. and health hazards and root causes. 

3. to inform and educate. 

4. and communities and partnerships. 

5. and policies, plans and laws. 

6. legal and regulatory actions. 

7. equitable access. 

8. a diverse and skilled workforce. 

9. and through evaluation, research and quality improvement.  

10. and a strong organizational infrastructure for public health. 
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Ʒ Performed 123 Lead Risk Assessments as the result of reports of children with elevated blood and primary 

 prevention  on 66 dwellings.   

Ʒ Disseminated 5,000 air purifiers for schools and day cares  

Ʒ In collaboration with Catholic Charities Care Coordination Services, installed sixteen (16) naloxone housing 

 units. 

Ʒ In conjunction with Closing the Gap with Social Determinants of Health Accelerator Plans grant convened a 

 multisectoral Leadership Team to improve health outcomes in the cities of Albany, Cohoes, and Watervliet by 

 addressing health disparity gaps in the built environment and community-clinical linkages. 
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The Division of Public Health Nursing Services works to prevent chronic and 
communicable diseases across all life stages, by promoting healthy behaviors, 

vaccinations, and screenings for both children and adults. Additionally, the division 
supports population health through comprehensive disease surveillance. 
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Ʒ Preventing Chronic Disease: Collaborated with Whitney M. Young Health Center to establish Points of Dispensing (POD) for  

 tuberculosis screening, physical evaluations, and immunizations for school-aged children newly arrived in the United States.  

Ʒ Preventing Communicable Disease: Leveraged COVID vaccine grant funding to boost vaccine access for individuals facing high 

 social vulnerability, aiming to reduce the risk of respiratory illness. 

Ʒ  Promoting Family Health: Assisted high-risk birthing individuals in connecting with crucial medical and social services to ensure 

 better prenatal care. 

 

Tooth decay is among the most prevalent chronic diseases in children. When left untreated, it can adversely affect a childôs bite, 

smile, and self-esteem. Non -Hispanic Black children experience higher rates of dental caries, gingivitis, and tooth pain when  

compared to non-Hispanic White children of similar age, (National Survey of Childrenôs Health 2018-2019). Additionally, many  

Medicaid-eligible children and adults face barriers to accessing comprehensive dental care. 

ACDOH is committed to achieving better health outcomes for children of all backgrounds. Our dental clinic offers children access to 

preventative services such as cleanings, examinations, and sealants, regardless of their ability to pay.  

Table 1:                    Table2:  

 

 

 

Community 

Engagement: 

To teach students about  

oral health and nutrition, ACDOH partnered with  

several schools, including North Academy Middle 

School, Roots Academy at West Hill, and TSL New 

Karner Child Care.  

 

 

 

 

Policy: We actively supported a proposal for the fluoridation of City of Albany water system. Lastly, our clinic provided treatment for 

children with tooth decay. 

 

 

 Service Type Count 

Total number of Dental Clinic Visits 3123 

Total number of Dental Cleanings 1642 

Total number of Fluoride Treatments 
Fluoride Varnish under age 7 
Fluoride age 7 and older 

1674 
355 
1319 

Exams Performed by Doctors 
Under 3 
Emergency 
Periodic 
Comprehensive 

1833 
64 
239 
1156 
374 

Number of procedures performed under Nitrous Oxide 307 
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The Epidemiology Office is part of the Division of Nursing. It tracks 79 reportable diseases that can be broadly classified as bacterial, 

viral, or parasitic. For ease of reporting, these conditions have been reclassified below. Of Note, 58% of illnesses reported to the 

County were classified as sexually transmitted infections (STIs). 

According to the latest New York State STI Surveillance Report, the rates of STIs are rising, especially in young people, non-Hispanic 

Black individuals, and men who have sex with men.  

ACDOH is dedicated to addressing this public health challenge. Using funding from the Expanded Partner Grant, our staff helped link 

individuals unknowingly exposed to sexually transmitted infections (STI) to clinical services for treatment. Additionally, ACDOH hosts 

a twice weekly STI clinic, and provides Mpox vaccine to high risk individuals.  

Figure 1: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Page 13 

 

Disease   2022 Cases 2023 cases 

Central or Peripheral Nervous System 

Meningitis, viral/aseptic 4 11 

Encephalitis, Other   1 1 

Botulism, Infant 0 0 

Meningitis, other bacterial   1 0 

Meningitis, unknown   1 0 

Meningococcal Infection   0 0 

Gastrointestinal Infection  

Campylobacteria's   49 86 

Salmonellosis   36 47 

Giardiasis   22 22 

Cryptosporidiosis   18 13 

E. coli, Shiga-toxin positive   9 13 

Shigellosis   8 13 

Cyclospora   2 12 

Yersiniosis   5 11 

Amebiasis   2 3 

Listeriosis   1 3 

Typhoid Fever   3 2 

Vibriosis   1 2 

Liver Infection 

Hepatitis C, Chronic   67 90 

Hepatitis B, Chronic   75 74 

Hepatitis C, Acute   14 7 

Hepatitis A   1 1 

Hepatitis B, Acute   0 1 

Miscellaneous 

Anthrax  0 0 

Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome  1 0 

Respiratory Bacterial Illness 

Streptococcus pneumoniae, Invasive 18 23 

Legionellosis   13 12 

Tuberculosis  9 8 

Pertussis   2 1 

Mumps   0 0 

Influenza, Laboratory Confirmed   3789 826 

Hemophilus influenzae (invasive disease)   3 5 

Hantavirus 0 0 
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STI/HIV Partner Services Program is a grant funded program that provides free and confidential assistance to individuals diagnosed 

with STIs and their partners, linking them to medical care, STI testing, treatment and other services to improve health outcomes and 

reduce the risk of transmission to others.  

Ƹ Investigated and contacted newly diagnosed STI cases: 219 

Ƹ Identified and contacted Partners to STI cases: 95 

Ƹ Identified and contacted newly diagnosed HIV cases: 43 

Ƹ Identified and contacted partners to HIV cases: 15 

Ƹ Located HIV-infected individuals reported as out-of-care and assisted with re-linkage back to medical care: 35 

 

Disease   2022 Cases 2023 cases 

Sexual Transmitted Infection  

Chlamydia   1482 1761 

Gonorrhea   902 831 

Syphilis, Primary or Secondary 74 63 

Syphilis, Unknown Duration or Late 31 52 

Syphilis, Early, Non-Primary/Secondary   30 29 

Syphilis, Congenital  1 3 

Herpes Inf, Infant=<60 days  2 0 

Mpox 8 0 

Skin and Soft Tissue Infection 

Streptococcus, Group A Invasive   18 51 

Streptococcus, Group B Invasive   31 34 

Toxic Shock Syndrome, Streptococcal   1 1 

Tick-Borne Disease  

Lyme disease   516 481 

Anaplasmosis   61 85 

Babesiosis   32 40 

Ehrlichiosis   1 1 

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever   2 0 

Vector-borne Disease  

Malaria   4 6 

Dengue Fever   2 1 

Chikungunya  1 0 

West Nile Virus  0 0 

Zika Virus Infection, Asymptomatic   0 0 

Zika Virus Disease, Symptomatic   0 0 
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There are more than 30 different bacteria, viruses and parasites that are known to be transmitted through sexual contact. Our  

outpatient clinic screened, treated, and educated hundreds of patients about various STI and helped link patients to reproductive 

health services. 

Table 4:   

 

 

 

 

The CDC recommends several vaccines for children and adults to prevent a range of viral and 

bacterial illness. The ACDOH outpatient clinic provides routine vaccines for children and adults, 

as well as COVID-19, Flu, and Mpox vaccine to those at high risk.  

Immunization Action Plan Grant (IAP) 

The goal of the IAP Grant is to increase vaccine rates of children, adolescents, and adults and 

reduce disparities of underserved populations. Immunization Quality Improvement for Providers 

(IQIP) office visits are made to medical practices and community partners to promote activities 

for vaccine improvement. 

 

Table 5:  

 

 

 

 

 

The ACDOH Chest Clinic addresses both latent and active Tuberculosis, a disease caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium 

tuberculosis, primarily affecting the lungs. Latent TB is asymptomatic and non-contagious, whereas active TB is infectious and can 

present with symptoms. The program emphasizes screening using IGRA and skin tuberculin testing, diagnosis, and treatment of 

active and latent disease. Our clinic provides directly observed therapy (DOT) or electronic DOT (eDOT) services where patients are 

seen taking the correct medication at the correct time.  

Table 6:  

 

 

 

 

 

STI Service Number 

STI Visits 692 

HIV Testing 382 

Clinical Services 2023 

Total Flu Vaccine Administered 207 

Total COVID Vaccine Administered 458 

Total Routine Immunizations  
(not including COVID-19, MPOX, rabies vaccine and rabies immunoglobulin) 

1552 

MPOX Vaccine Administration 152 

Tuberculosis Program: 2023 

Number of Individual Patients Evaluated 169 

Number of Individuals Screened 314 

Number of Direct Observed Therapy Home Visits 586 

Number of eDOT 365 
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The Perinatal and Infant Community Health Collaboratives (PICHC) initiative is a 

New York State funded program to improve the overall health and well-being of 

birthing people and their families. The program uses a social justice framework to 

empower women to understand and exercise their right to receive quality care that is 

patient-centered, timely, effective, and coordinated. 

The MCH program focuses on providing services, delivered by Public Health Nurses 

(PHN) to the maternal and child health population, to ensure that women, infants, 

children, and families achieve optimal health. 

Our staff engages with individuals at all stages of pregnancy in their homes and 

performs assessments to determine the need for health and supportive services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our staff works to increase the publicôs awareness of the program:  

 

 

 

 

Ʒ

Ʒ

Ʒ

Ʒ
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The Division of Environmental Health Services works to 

protect the residents of Albany County from hazards in the air 

we breathe, the water we drink, the food we eat, and the 

places we live, work, and play. This is accomplished through 

inspections, monitoring, and enforcement of regulations 

designed to ensure environmental safety and public health. 

Our team conducts regular assessments of environmental 

conditions, oversees compliance with health and safety 

standards, and responds to emerging issues and concerns. 

By collaborating with community partners and stakeholders, 

we strive to mitigate risks, promote healthy environments, and 

safeguard the well-being of all Albany County residents. 
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Foodborne outbreaks, although rare, are a significant concern for the Albany County Department of Health. These outbreaks can 

occur when food is stored at improper temperatures or contaminated with viruses, toxins, or bacteria. To prevent foodborne illnesses, 

our program conducts regular inspections of restaurants, schools, and mobile and temporary food vendors. These inspections ensure 

compliance with sanitary regulations, safeguarding public health. 

Table 1: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

The Childrenôs Camps program regulates the operation and permitting of 42 childrenôs day and overnight camps. The program aims 

to prevent illness and injury by ensuring facilities adhere to health and safety regulations, including those related to fire safety, 

sanitation, water, sewer systems, food, and pools. (Table 2) 

 

This program provides sanitary inspection of mobile home parks (including water supply and/or septic). (Table 2) 

 

Staff inspect beach facilities and community pools to ensure sanitary standards are met. In addition, they review and approve  

engineering plans for new and upgraded pools. (Table 2) 

 

 

2022 2023 
Establishment  

Type  Number of  
Inspections 

Number of  
Facilities 

Number of  
Inspections 

Number of  
Facilities 

Restaurants/Catering Operations, Schools and Institutions 1986 1734 2059 1654 

Temporary Food Service Establishments/Events 140 308 82 357 

Mobile Food Service Establishments 72 51 44 65 

Summer Feeding Sites 69 60 39 41 

State Office for the Aging Sites 33 27 30 27 

Total 2300 2180 2254 2144 
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Regulatory oversight is provided to hotels and/or motels and migrant farm worker housing camps to ensure compliance with  

regulations including fire safety, water quality, sewer/septic, food service and/or pools related issues. (Table 2)  

 

Indoor tanning facilities are inspected for sanitation, safety and compliance with required regulations. Tanning facilities are only  

inspected and permitted once every two years resulting in varying numbers for inspected and permitted facilities on an annual basis. 

(Table 2) 

Table 2: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

Tattoo and body piercing have gain increased popularity over the past several decades. According to the literature anywhere from 0.5 

to 6% of persons tattooed in the United States develop a complication of skin infection. When tattoos are not performed by well 

trained professionals, maintaining the highest health standards, it can increase a person's risk of contracting a blood-borne illness 

such as Hep C, Hep B, HIV as well as a bacterial skin infection.  

The Tattoo and Body Piercing Program ensures proper infection control practices are in place by conducting inspections and 

monitoring tattoo/body piercing shops and artists. In addition, an exam is administered certifying tattooists and artists to practice in 

Albany County. (Table 3)  

Table 3: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

Albany County Department of Health staff monitor compliance of pesticide applications by retail vendors to ensure they provide 

proper notification and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation signage.  

 

 

Establishment  
Type  

2022 2023 

Number of Inspections Number Under Permit Number of Inspections Number Under Permit 

Childrenôs Camps 42 41 52 43 

Mobile Home Parks 30 30 30 30 

Pools 195 151 336 193 

Bathing Beaches 1 1 1 1 

Spray Parks 2 2 5 3 

Hotels and Motels 81 72 79 75 

Migrant Farm Worker Housing 11 11 11 12 

Tanning Facilities 18 11 18 18 

Totals 380 319 532 373 

Program 
2022 2023 

Number Permitted Number Inspected Number Permitted Number Inspected 

Tattoo/Body Piercing Establishments   59   59 58 58 

Artists   158 NA 146 NA 
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Table 4: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

 

 

 

 

The ATUPA program employs 16 and 17 year old youths who accompany inspectors to determine vendor compliance with the sale of 

tobacco products. Staff also verified compliance with Albany Countyôs local law requiring retail tobacco products to be displayed/ 

located behind sales counters. Compliance checks are performed on all establishments yearly with re-inspections three times per 

year for violators. (Table 5) 

 

The sale of tobacco products, liquid nicotine and electronic cigarettes in Albany County to minors and young adults under the age of 

21 is prohibited. ACDOH conducts compliance checks to establishments selling these products. (Table 5) 

 

This program ensures establishments are complying with the Clean Indoor Air Act, which requires nearly every workplace (including 

all bars and restaurants) to be smoke-free. (Table 5)  

Table 5: 2022 and 2023 Activities 

 

 

Rabies is fatal viral illness that attacks the brain and nervous system. Although 

human injection of rabies are rare, bats, foxes, and other animals remain an  

active source in Albany County. The rabies program evaluates cases of animal 

bites and provides post-exposure rabies vaccine prophylaxis to all persons who 

meet criteria, regardless of their ability to pay. Our dedicated staff help educate  

primary care providers, emergency rooms, and County residents about the risk  

and management of animal bites, and the ACDOH has partnered with the  

Mohawk Hudson Humane Society to provide affordable rabies immunization  

clinics for dogs, cats, and ferrets. 

 
Table 6: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

 

 

 

 
2022 2023 

Number of Inspections Number of Violations Number of Inspections Number of Violations 

Adult Compliance Check 240 8 617 94 

Clean Indoor Air Act Complaints 3 0 2 0 

Program  2022 Number  2023 Number  

Animals Vaccinated  156 343 

Number of Rabies Complaints Investigated   768 845 

Number of Adults Provided with Prophylaxis   87 113 

Program 
2022 2023 

Number Inspected Number Inspected 

Facilities that sell pesticides 45 45 

Pesticides Complaints 0 0 
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This program oversees the protection of public water systems (PWS) in Albany County, approval of new municipal residential  

subdivisions and the approval of private non-municipal residential wells and sewage disposal systems. Municipal water treatment 

plants are inspected annually while private residential wells and sewage disposal systems are inspected prior to approval. 

Table 7: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluations of conditions in homes that are reported as being substandard or inhabitable (nuisance homes) are conducted. Staff work 

in conjunction with the Albany County Department of Social Services, Code Enforcement, and Child Protective Services to investigate 

and assist in remediation.  

Table 8: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

 
 

 

 

 

Childhood Lead Poisoning Primary Prevention Program (CLPPPP) and Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (LPPP)

These programs support and enhance continued efforts to reduce the prevalence of elevated blood lead levels in children. Primary 

and secondary prevention includes public and professional outreach and education, collaboration with local primary care providers for 

screening, diagnostic evaluation, medical management, and educational and environmental interventions.  

Table 9: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

 

 

BLL ï Blood Lead Level 

 
^ - On 10/01/19 the Public Health  

Law lowered the level from 15 ug/dl  

to 5 ug/d 

 

 

Location/Activity 
2022 2023 

Number Completed Number Completed 

Water Treatment Plants Inspected 48 61 

Water Distribution Approvals 20 15 

Sewer District Approvals 25 27 

Subdivision Approvals 5 3 

Residential Well and Septic Approvals 41 26 

Location/Activity 
2022 2023 

Number Completed Number Completed 

Sewage/Septic Complaints 18 16 

Nuisance Complaints 9 21 

Location/Activity 
2022 2023 

Number Completed Number Completed 

Homes Inspected 154 165 

Homes Cleared 167 169 

Children with BLL*^ 5-<10 57 71 

Children with BLL*^ 10-<15 12 12 

Children with BLL* 15-25 9 9 

Children with BLL* 25-45 3 4 

Children with BLL* >45 0 0 
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The Healthy Homes Program provides free home assessments to residents in high risk neighborhoods with the goal of improved  

living environments and overall quality of life for residents. Educators meet with residents in their homes and assess needs, provide 

education and offer home safety items such as smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, radon test kits. In addition, a certified 

asthma educator provides educational information and supplies to assist residents in reducing asthma triggers and potential  

emergency room visits. This program was not offered in 2022, however, the program resumed starting in 2023. 

 

Following passage of the Toxic Toy Law, this program was implemented to provide testing of certain toys and childrenôs apparel  

available for sale in Albany County for above maximum levels of the following compounds: antimony, arsenic, cadmium, lead (surface 

coating), lead (assessable substrate) and mercury.  

Table 10: 2022 and 2023 Activities: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 

2022 2023 

Number of  
Inspections 

Number of  
Violations Issued 

Number of  
Inspections 

Number of  
Violations Issued 

Locations Inspected  40   0 40 0 



The Division of Public Health Planning and Educationôs strives to prevent 

chronic diseases, injuries, and disabilities by coordinating health education 

services and promoting risk reduction activities, with special attention to 

under-served populations. In collaboration with community partners, the 

division reviews community health data; identifies community health priorities; 

and develops community implementation plans. 
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ACDOH has received grants to support initiatives to  

address drivers of injury and illness, see below: 

Ʒ  Highmark BlueShield of Northeastern New York 2019 Blue 

 Fund award (for ñDeveloping Community Partnerships to 

 Prevent Diabetes.ò) 

Ʒ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Closing the Gap 

 with Social Determinants of Health Accelerator Plans 

Ʒ Highway Safety Grant Program (Governorôs Traffic Safety  

 Committee) 

Ʒ New York State Department of Health Overdose Data to  

 Action funding to address the opioid crisis by obtaining high 

 quality and timely data; support medical providers; and  

 improve linkages to care. 

 

In conjunction with Healthy Capital District, hospitals, insurers, 

and community partners, Albany County Department of Health 

developed the 2022 Capital Region Community Health Needs 

Assessment and commenced implementation of the companion 

Albany County 2022 ï 2024 Community Health Improvement 

Plan.  
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According to the 2023 BRFSS survey, approximately 30.1% of adults in Albany 

County are obese. Obesity is a significant risk factor for type 2 diabetes,  

osteoarthritis, high blood pressure, and other cardiovascular diseases. 

ACDOH is committed to addressing this public health issue by promoting healthy 

choices and improving the built environment to increase access to green spaces 

and safe streets, encouraging physical activity. 

 

 

Research shows that communities with greater access to green spaces have better health outcomes. Spending time in nature  

promotes well-being and increases physical activity. 

Key Initiatives and Outreach Efforts  

Ʒ Grant-Funded Initiatives: Using funds from the National Center for Chronic 

 Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (NCCDPHP), ACDOH partnered 

 with the cities of Albany, Cohoes, and Watervliet to improve the built 

 environment and access to care. 

Ʒ Collaborative Efforts: ACDOH worked with a diverse group of partners to 

 identify and prioritize community concerns about availability of green spaces. 

 In collaboration with community partners and municipalities, we implemented 

 physical activity enhancements, supported public demonstration projects 

 with supplies and equipment from the Complete Streets Lending Library, 

 and sponsored the Albany County Complete Streets Symposium. In 

 addition, ACDOH is an active member of the Capital Region Transportation 

 Council Active Transportation Advisory Committee and Equity Advisory 

 Committee. 

Ʒ Community Engagement: To inform our recommendations for the Closing 

 the Gap with Social Determinants of Health Accelerator Plan, ACDOH 

 conducted focus groups, surveys, walk audits, and an asset inventory of built  

 environment and community-clinical linkage resources. 

 
 

In 2018, approximately 7.7% of adults (n=18,909) were living with diabetes in Albany County, which is ten times the target set by the 

Healthy People 2030 of 4.8 per 1,000 or 1,180 persons. 

Key Initiatives and Outreach Efforts  

Ʒ Grant funded initiatives: ACDOH used funding from Highmark BlueShield of Northeastern New York, ACDOH to implement  

 National Diabetes Prevention Programs (NDPPs). 

Ʒ Collaborative Efforts: ACDOH trained eleven (11) people as (NDPP) Lifestyle Coaches (including representatives from Albany 

 County Department of Health, Crestwood Pharmacy, New York State Department of Health, Sidney Albert Albany Jewish 

 Community Center). 

Ʒ Intervention: ACDOH enrolled twenty one (21) participants in three (3) NDPP cohorts.  

 

  

  

Advisory Committee. Lisa Ramundo  
(Commissioner, Albany County Department of  

Public Works); Assembly member Patricia Fahy; 
Maribeth Miller (Interim Commissioner, Albany  

County Department of Health); and Sandy Misiewicz 
(Executive Director, Capital Region Transportation 

Council); welcome Albany County Complete Streets 

Symposium attendees. 

  Page 27 

 

Key Initiatives and Outreach Efforts  

Ʒ Collaborative Efforts: ACDOH supported numerous partners in 2023, including but not limited to St. Peter's Health Partnersô  

 Baby Café services; the Capital District Tobacco-Free Communitiesô implementation of smoke-free policies at worksites,  

 housing, and outdoor recreation areas; and advocated for community water fluoridation in the City of Albany.  

Ʒ Community Engagement: ACDOH actively participated in Wellness Committees of three (3) school districts. 

Ʒ Other Social Determinates of Health: ACDOH participated in trainings including Bridges Out of Poverty, On a Journey of Cultural 

 Competency, 2nd Annual Social Determinants of Health Policy Forum, RISE 2nd Annual Social Determinants of Health Policy 

 Forum. 

 

Key Initiatives and Outreach Efforts  

Ʒ Grant Funded Activities: ACDOH used funding from the New 

 York State Department of Health Overdose Data to Action  

 (OD2A) grant program to address the opioid crisis by obtaining 

 high quality and timely data and improving linkages to care. 

Ʒ Collaborative Effort: ACDOH was an active participant in the  

 Albany County Opioid Task Force which serves Albany County 

 individuals and families affected by opioid use disorder through 

 prevention, education, interdiction, and rapid access to treatment. 

Ʒ Community Engagement: ACDOH provided free monthly 

 naloxone administration trainings to the public and educated 

 members of the public on the safe disposal of prescription and 

 non-prescription medications. 

 

 

 

Celebrating the installation of naloxone  

housing unit at Guilderland Public Library. 














